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In the monthly Newsletters for June, 

July, August and September 2014, as a 

homage to the memory of Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru in his 125th Birth 

Anniversary year, some excerpts from 

his speeches both in Parliament and 

o u t s i d e  o n  ‘ P a r l i a m e n t a r y  

Democracy’  were published.

Much before India's independence 

Pandit Nehru in his book "Glimpses of 

World History" has traced the origin 

and advance of democracy in Britain, 

France and other countries from the 

18th Century.

Some glimpses of his writings were 

published in the Newsletter of 

October 2014. Following are some 

more glimpses of his writings:

POSITION IN BRITAIN

The form of government in Britain 

was what was called a constitutional 

monarchy or a "crowned republic". 

This meant that the wearer of the 

crown had no real power, but was just 

the mouthpiece of the ministers whom 

Parliament trusted. Politically he (or 

she) was supposed to be just a puppet 

in the minister’s hands; he was "above 

politics", it was said. As a matter of 

fact no man of intelligence or will can 

be a mere puppet, and the English 

king or queen has plenty of 

opportunity of interfering with public 

affairs. This is usually done behind the 

scenes, and the public seldom know of 

it till long afterwards. Any open 

interference would probably be 

greatly resented, and might imperil 

the monarchy. The one great virtue 

that a constitutional monarch must 

possess is tact; if he has this he can 

carry on and make himself felt in 

many ways.

Constitutionally and legally, the 

presidents of republics (like the 

President of the United States of 

America) have far more power than 

the crowned heads of parliamentary 

countries. But the former change 

frequently, and the latter remain for 

long periods and can influence affairs 

continuously, though quietly, in any 

particular direction. The king also has 

numerous opportunities of intriguing 
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What Nehru said...

THE  STRONG  AND  SERENE  FACE  OF  INDIA

We may have failed here and there. We might not have been quit 
prepared to meet this invasion. Our mentality may be built towards 
peace. Although we had prepared for any such emergency, it is true that 
the mind of the people and of the Government sought peace all the time. 
I am not sorry for that. I think it was a right urge and it is that right urge 
that has had led to this enormous upheavel in the Indian mind.

From speech in Lok Sabha during debate on the resolution on Chinese agression, 
November 14, 1962

and exercising social pressure, for in 

the social world he is supreme. 

Indeed, the whole atmosphere of 

r o y a l  C o u r t s  i s  o n e  o f  

authoritarianism, of precedence and 

titles and classes, and this sets a 

standard for the whole country. It is 

not compatible with social equality 

and the abolition of classes. There can 

be no doubt that the presence of a 

royal court in England has had a great 

deal of influence in moulding the 

Englishman's mentality and in 

making him accept the class division 

of society. Or perhaps it is more 

correct to say that it is because of this 

acceptance of classes one shows the 

other that the institution of royalty has 

managed to survive in England 

although it has disappeared from 

almost all the great countries of the 

world. "Every Englishman loves a 

lord" is an old saying, and there is 

much truth in it. Nowhere in Europe 

or America, and perhaps nowhere in 

Asia, except in Japan and India, are 

class distinctions so sharp as in 

England. It is strange that England 

should be so backward socially and so 

fundamentally conservative, when 

she was the leader in the past in 

p o l i t i c a l  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  

industrialism.

The British Parliament is called the 

"mother of Parliaments". It has had a 

long and honourable career, and in 

many matters it was a pioneer in the 

fight against the king's authority. That 

autocracy gave place to the oligarchy 

of Parliament - that is, rule by a small 

landowning and governing class. 

Democracy then came with a flourish 

of trumpets and after many a tussle, 

votes for electing members to the 
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House of Commons were given to the 

majority of the population. In effect, 

this resulted not in real democratic 

control, but in the control of 

Parliament by the rich industrialists. 

Instead of democracy there was 

plutocracy.

The British Parliament developed a 

strange system for doing its business 

of governing and legislating. This was 

the two-party system. There was not 

much difference between the two 

parties, they did not stand out for any 

opposing principles. Both of them 

were rich men's parties accepting the 

existing social system. One of the 

parties had a rich factory-owners. But 

it was a question of Tweedledum and 

Tweedledee. They used to be called 

Tories and Whigs: later, in the 

nineteenth century, they came to be 

styled Conservatives and Liberals.

When two such big parties run 

members for Parliament, it becomes 

very difficult for independent 

individuals or small groups to get 

elected. In spite of democracy and the 

vote, the poor voter has little say in the 

matter. He can either vote for the 

candidate of one of the parties or stay 

at home and not vote at all. And the 

members of the parties in Parliament 

have little independence left. They 

have to carry out the orders of their 

party chiefs and vote, and can do little 

else. For only in this way can they 

develop solidarity in the party and 

strength to defeat the rival party and 

thus gain office. This solidarity and 

uniformity is no doubt good in its own 

way, but it is very far from real 

democracy.

And we see that even in England, 

which is often held up as an example 

of democratic progress, democracy 

was not a brilliant success. The great 

problem of government, as to how the 

best men should be chosen by the 

people to govern them, was not 

satisfactorily solved. Democracy in 

action meant a great deal of shouting 

and public speaking and the poor 

voter being induced to choose a 

person about whom he knew nothing. 

General elections have been described 

as public auctions where all manner of 

promises are made. However, in spite 

of all these drawbacks, this pseudo or 

false democracy continued because 

England was prosperous and this 

prosperity prevented breakdowns of 

the system and brought a measure of 

content.
... concluded



NEHRU PLANETARIUM

SKY SHOWS : ‘Ancient Skies & Ancient Mysteries’

Timings 

12 noon (Hindi) 1:30 pm (Marathi) 
3:00 pm (English)  4:30 pm (Hindi)

MONDAY CLOSED
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Mars Orbiter Mission 

October 24, 2014 was a historic day for India and its space 
programme when it became the first country to enter place its 
satellite in the orbit of Mars in its very first attempt. This was 
phenomenal achievement of Indian Space Research Organization, 
(ISRO).

This India’s mission to the red planet Mars is officially called Mars 
Orbiter Mission (MOM) and known as Mangalyaan.  MOM is also 
the cheapest of such mission till now and executed in a very short 
period of time.

Congratulatory messages came from all over the world and from 
“outside” too.  National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) through its Curiosity Rover which is on the surface of Mars  
congratulated, through its twitter handle @MarsCuriosity, saying, 
"Namaste, @MarsOrbiter! Congratulations to @ISRO and India's first interplanetary mission upon achieving Mars orbit".         
In return @MarsOribiter (twitter handle of  MOM),  tweeted, "Howdy @MarsCuriosity ? Keep in touch. I'll be around.”

The MOM mission was essentially a technology mission to attempt and demonstrate India’s capability to put its satellite into the 
orbit of Mars.  Now that it has achieved its primary goal the on board instruments would start collecting sending us scientific 
data about Mars.
 
Mars Orbiter Mission carries five scientific payloads to observe Martian surface, atmosphere and exosphere extending up to 
80,000 km for a detailed understanding of the evolution of that planet, especially related to geologic and the possible biogenic 
processes on that interesting planet. These payloads consist of a camera, two spectrometers, a radiometer and a photometer.  
These instruments are expected to work for about six months.  We bring you a quick summary of these instruments and their 
functions.

Lyman Alpha Photometer (LAP) is a photometer that measures the relative abundance of deuterium and hydrogen from 
lyman-alpha emission in the Martian upper atmosphere.  Measurements would allows us to understand the loss process of 
water from the planet.

Methane Sensor for Mars (MSM) is designed to measure Methane (CH4) in the Martian atmosphere with one part per billion 
accuracy and map its sources.  Methane concentration in the Martian atmosphere undergoes spatial and temporal variations.

Mars Exospheric Neutral Composition Analyser (MENCA) is a mass spectrometer capable of measuring relative abundances of 
neutral constituents in the mass range of 1 to 300 amu (atomic mass unit), with a unit mass resolution.  One atomic mass unit is 
about 1.66 × 10-27 kilograms (or 1.66 multiplied by one thousand trillion trillion part of one kilogram) it is a standard unit that is 
used for indicating mass on an atomic or molecular scale.

Mars Color Camera (MCC) camera gives images and information about the surface features and composition of Martian 
surface. They are useful to monitor the dynamic events and weather of Mars. MCC will also be used for probing the two 
satellites of Mars-Phobos & Deimos.  
 
Thermal Infrared Imaging Spectrometer (TIS) help us to map surface composition and mineralogy of Mars by measuring 
temperature and emissivity.  Many minerals and soil types have characteristic spectra in TIR region.   

(information courtesy ISRO) 
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Full disc image of Mars, taken by the Mars Orbiter, from an altitude of 66,543 km. 
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STAR CHART FOR  NOVEMBER 2014

Phases of the Moon (timings in IST hh:mm)

  Full                                                                                             
  (Amavasya)                     (Shukla Paksha                                                                                                                                                                              
                                            Ashtami)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 Moon                      Last Quarter                    New Moon  First Quarter
(Poornima)                     (Krishna Paksha               

Ashtami)

    07 Nov., 03:53                 14 Nov., 20:45                    22 Nov., 18:02                29 Nov., 15:36
                          

                                                    

Mercury, Venus and Saturn are rather 

too close to the Sun to be observed in the 

month of November 2014.  Mars too can 

be seen for a short duration of time 

above the western horizon soon after 

the end of astronomical twilight.  But 

the Jupiter that rises close to midnight 

and is well placed, nearly overhead, at 

the time of dawn.

Leonide meteor shower is expected to 

peak on Nov 18 at about 3:30 a.m. Indian 

time. At that time Jupiter will be just 

about 7 degrees from the shower 

radiant and crescent Moon will be just 

above the horizon.  Only about 21 %  of 

visible lunar disk would be illuminated 

by sunshine.  We in India are well 

placed to observe the event.
 
Mercury  is in Virgo, the Virgin (Kanya) 

in the beginning of the month and 

moves to Libra, the Scale (Tula) on 13 

Nov and then to Scorpius, the Scorpion 

(Vrushchik) on 29th.
 
Venus moves from  Libra, the Scale 

(Tula) to Scorpius, the Scorpion 

(Vrushchik)  on 19th and to Ophiuchus 

on 24th.
 
Mars being in Sagittarius (Dhanu) this 

month passes through dense Milky 

Way. On 3rd Nov it is just about 10 min 

of arc from globular cluster M28 and 

then within less than a degree from the 

famous globular cluster M22.
 
Jupiter in Leo and raises by midnight.
 
Saturn in Libra and is too close to the 

sun to be observed.

The map shows slightly more sky than that will be visible  from a given 

location. Thus the map can be used elsewhere in India at 21:00 hrs Indian Time. 

Hold the chart vertically before your eye sand turn it until the geographical 

direction you are facing shows at the bottom of the chart.

(Disclaimer: The Indian names of the stars and 

planet, given in parenthesis for the purpose to 

remind the reader that India has a rich astronomical 

tradition. We do not subscribe to astrology.)
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Cultural Cultural Cultural WingWingWing

Soorvani
(A musical presentation)

The presentation includes 
musical forms, viz. Aaradhee, 
Kaafi, Vaai, Dastan, Bet Sufi etc. 
whereas popular instruments 
among MAALDHARIES (Cattle 
Owners) are Jodio Pawo, 
Morchag, Surando etc, and 
Nobat, Dhol, Sarnai amongst the 
Langas.

The programme is designed and 
narrated by Lal Rambhia and 
Preeti Soni.
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Date & Time: 19th November 2014
Time: 6.30 pm
Venue: Nehru Centre Auditorium

Entry: Entrance Cards will be available on Saturday,  
15th November 2014 from 10.30 am until availability of
entrance cards from Booking Counter of Nehru Centre 
Audotirium.

SOORVANI
A Musical Presentation)

Nehru Centre had presented in its 
festival, work of eminent theatre directors 
of India from 16th to 23rd September 
2014. This year’s festival was dedicated to 
the memory of Late Anand Modak.

The festival was well attended and 
appreciated by the Professor and 
Students of Theatre Academy, University 
of Mumbai and various other colleges of 
Mumbai and also by other theatre 
enthusiastic and general public. A scene from ‘Du and maI’ (Marathi)

A scene from ‘Swargiya Ghotala’ (Marathi)
A scene from ‘Kaamiya’ (Hindi)

A scene from ‘Aurat Ki Jung’ (Nautanki) A scene from ‘Lezim Khelnari Pora’ (Marathi)

A scene from ‘Khelando’ (Gujarati)

A scene from ‘Yeh Hai Bombay Meri Jaan’ (Hindi)

A scene from ‘Tajmahl Ka Udghatan (Hindustani)’

A scene from ‘Mayaloka’ (Kannada)

(Retrospective of Theatre 
in India)

Review: 18th Theatre Festival - 2014
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Programmes for
November 2014

“PAPER  PASSION” 
BY  RAJENDRA  GOLE
Rajendra obtained B.F.A. in Applied 
Art from Sir J. J. Institute of Applied 
Art, Mumbai. He does realistic paper 
sculptures, creating animals, birds, 
human figures and the relevant 
environment around the sculptures 
in simple technique of Paper pasting. 

Tuesday 28th October to 
Monday 3rd November 2014         

( AC Gallery )

DHIRAJ  PATIL  .  
YOGESH  SAMBARE  .
RAJESH  DHANGADA  .  
MANOJ  PAWAR

Dhiraj secured A.T.D. and A.M. in 
Visual Art from Virar, Mumbai. His 
figurative compositions are in acrylic 
on canvas.

Yogesh received A.T.D. and A.M. 
f r o m  V i r a r ,  M u m b a i .  H i s  
compositions and landscapes are in 
oils and acrylic on canvas.

Rajesh  obtained A.T.D. from Vasai 
and A.M. from Panvel, Mumbai.  His 
paintings are based on Warli 
paintings.

Manoj secured A.T.D. and A.M. from 
Vasai, Mumbai.  His calligraphic 
compositions are in acrylic on 
canvas.

Tuesday 28th October to 
Monday 3rd November  2014           

( Circular Gallery )

SPECTRUM  ARTISTS' CIRCLE'  
presents twelve artists from West 
Bengal

SAMIR  SAHA  .  BISWAJIT 
MONDAL  .  ANJAN SENGUPTA  

.  SUKUMAR DAS  .  
MURARI MOHAN BASU  .  
TARUN BANERJEE  .  ANUPAM  
KARMARKAR .  MALAY 
CHANDAN SAHA  .  SWAPAN 
PALLEY  .  ARPITA BASU  .  
ANUP GIRI .  SUBUDDHA 
GHOSH 

All these artists are well-known and 
established artists.  Each one has 
their own unique style and the 
paintings are in various mediums.  
Some works are realistic, figurative 
and contemprorary.

Tuesday 4th November to 
Monday 10th November 2014         

( AC Gallery )

To mark Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru's Birth 
Anniversary, this exhibition is 
organized by  Nehru Centre Art 
Gallery. 

MAKSIM  KUSKOVSKI  .  
ROHAN  SHENOY  . 
AISHWARYA  RAMACHANDRAN  .  
KRISHA  SHAH 

Maksim is 7 years old studying in 
Oberoi International School, Mumbai.  
Maksim's goal is to make artworks 
through paints, sculptures and pencil.  
He has been painting from the age of 4. 

Rohan is 8 years old studying in Arya 
Vidya Mandir, Mumbai. He has won 
awards in many art competitions .

Aishwarya is 11 years old studying in 
Parle Tilak Vidyalaya, Mumbai. She has 
won many awards for her paintings. 

Krisha is 12 years old studying in 
Queen Mary School, Mumbai. She has 
participated and won many awards.

Tuesday 11th November to 
Monday 17th November 2014                     

( AC Gallery )

BAL DISHABAL DISHA
An Exhibition of

Child Artists

4

Maksim Kuskovski

Aishwarya Ramachandran

Rohan Shenoy

Krisha Shah

Painting  by Subuddha Ghosh

Painting by Anup Giri
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SONUM  KEJRIWAL

Sonum graduated from National 
Institute of Fashion Technology, 
Kolkata. Had many exhibitions in 
India. The paintings are in various 
mediums.

Tuesday 4th November to 
Monday 10th November 2014            

    ( Circular Gallery )

SANGEETA GULEKAR

Sangeeta received A.T.D and is 
working as a drawing teacher for the 
Deaf & Mute School.

Tuesday 11th November to 
Monday 17th November 2014            

( Circular Gallery )

KISHOR  NADAVDEKAR

Kishor is a self-taught artist.  He 
specializes in landscapes and 
portraits.  His work is realistic in 
water colours and oils. He has many 
shows and awards to his credit and 
also attended many camps as an 

expert guide. He also has won an 
International award for his water 
colour landscape.

Tuesday 18th November to 
Monday 24th November 2014                     

( AC Gallery )

'ART VISION' - An exhibition of 
nine Art Teachers from Mumbai.

ARJUN  MACHIVALE  .  
RIYAZ  KAJI  .  
MAHESH  KADAM  SANJAY  
PURANIK  .  
KAVITA  PUNEKAR  .    
TEJASHREE SAWANT  .  
SATISH SAPKALE   

Each of the artists  does pantings in 
their own styles and mediums.

Tuesday 18h November to 
Monday 24th November 2014            

( Circular Gallery )

PARAG  BORSE

Parag received B.F.A. in Applied Art 
from Sir J. J. Institute of Applied Art, 
Mumbai.  He has had many shows. 

His realistic paintings are in oils and 
pastels.

Tuesday 25th November to 
Monday 1st December 2014                   

( AC Gallery )

SWAPNIL  PATIL

Swapnil, a self-taught artist who 
hails from Kolhapur.  His paintings 
are realistic compositions in oils and 
pastels.

Tuesday 25h November to 
Monday 1st December 2014            

( Circular Gallery )

Painting  by Sonum Kejriwal

Painting by Kishor Nadavdekar

Painting by Parag Borse

Painting by Swapnil Patil

Painting by Sangeeta Gulekar
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NEHRU CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

 
MUMBAI PAST & PRESENT    *    WITNESS TO HISTORY

*  REMEMBERING EINSTEIN    *   

 INDIAN ASTRONOMY A Source Book

EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE: The Planetarium Way

SCIENCE IN INDIA: PAST & PRESENT

DISCOVERY OF INDIA  Abridged and illustrated 

NEHRU REVISITED

RULE OF LAW IN A FREE SOCIETY

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY IN INDIA

Colourful Catalogues for Sale

1. R. K. LAXMAN  /   2. MARIO DE MIRANDA    

3.  G. N. JADHAV  /  4.  ART HERITAGE OF 

MAHARASHTRA

5.  HAREN DAS  /  6.  PROF. P. A. DHOND

7.  COLLECTOR'S PRIDE  /  8.  K. B. KULKARNI

9.  VINAYAK S. MASOJI

10.  SAMAKALEEN (Contemporary Five Artists)

VINAYAKRAO WAGH * RAJARAM PANVALKAR

KRISHNAJI KETKAR * DATTAJIRAO DALVI

* GOVIND MALADKAR

11.  NAGESH B. SABANNAVAR

12.  NARAYAN L. SONAVADEKAR

13.  "GURU-SHISHYA" 

BABA GAJBAR & GANPATRAO WADANGEKAR

14.  D. G. KULKARNI (DIZI)

15.  MILLENNIUM SHOW

(A Century of Art from Maharashtra)

16. BALAJI TALIM & HARISH TALIM

17. S. L. HALDANKAR & G. S. HALDANKAR

18. VINAYAKRAO P. KARMARKAR

19. GOPALRAO DEUSKAR

ART FUSION 

2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 / 2012 / 2013

SANSKRUTI
CD ROM : An Aesthetics of Indian Culture 

DISCOVERY OF INDIA 
VCD Version

Set of ten greeting cards 
Based on Discovery of India Exposition

Set of five assorted  gift cards 
Designed by Handicapped children

Available at:
Discovery of India Exposition, Ground Floor, 
NEHRU CENTRE, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

Design & Layout  : Imtiaz Kalu

Published for Nehru Centre by Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni at Discovery of India Building,
 Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.   Tel : 2496 4676  Fax : 2497 3827 

Printed at M/s Trimurti Enterprises, 229, A/2, Shah & Nahar Industrial Estate, 
Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400 013. Phone : 8652666981 / 9820280366     

Editor : Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni  
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LIBRARY

New Arrivals - Books 

Sr. No. Title Author

  1 Breakout nations: In search of the Ruchir Sharma
next economic miracle

                            
2 Em and the big hoom Jerry Pinto

  3 Ladakh: Road to heaven Shamim Akhtar

4 Floating pearls in the Arabian Sea: Sasmita S. Akthar &
Lakshdweep Shamim Akhtar

5 Beware the dragon: China - a Erik Burschmied
thousand years of bloodshed

6 Symbols of China Feng Jicai

7 China: World heritage sites Cao Nanyan

8 World religions: The illustrated guide Michael D. Coogan ed.
                   

9 The Cambridge illustrated history Patricia Buckley Ebrey
of China

10 I have a dream Rashmi Bansal        

NEHRU CENTRE LIBRARY

: nehru-centre.org/library.html

: nehrucentrelibrary.blogspot.in

: nehrucen-koha.informindia.co.in

: www.facebook.com/Nehru Centre Library

Open on:

Timings: 10 am to 6 pm

2nd & 4th Saturday

Monday to Friday,
1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays

Timings: 10 am to 2 pm
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Nehru Centre Library

Two new e-resources are 
introduced:

1. Jawaharlal Nehru’s speeches delivered
   on 15th August from 1947-1964

2. Jawaharlal Nehru’s foreign policy.

Contact library to access the 
e-resources

Book Event

‘Nehru: Utopian or a Statesman?’ 
by Prof. N. G. Rajurkar

Shri Sudheendra Kulkarni will be in 
conversation with the author

on  14th  November  2014

Venue: Hall of Harmony, Ground Floor
Discovery of India Building, 
Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, 
Mumbai - 400 018.

Time: 5.00 pm

Date of Publication: 18th of every month

Posted at Worli, MDG, Mumbai - 400 018. on 24/25th of previous month
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